
Freelance Letters of Agreement 
 
 
 1. This letter will confirm the agreement between you, ____________, and 

the Coachella Valley Independent regarding any article or articles, 
photographs, illustrations, comics, or other art of any description (hereafter 
collectively referred as “the Work”) which have been written or created by 
you and submitted for publication in the Coachella Valley Independent 
and/or online at cvindependent.com. 

 
 2. You agree that you are an independent contractor, not an employee. 

Neither the Coachella Valley Independent nor its officers, directors, 
employees, agents or assigns shall be liable for any of your acts or 
omissions in connection with the Work you submit under this Agreement. 
You understand that you are not an agent of the company and you can 
make no representations or commitments on behalf of the Coachella 
Valley Independent. You may not use the company name, logo or other 
trademarks without the expressed permission of the company. You 
understand and agree that you are responsible for the payment of all 
taxes and insurance as required by any jurisdiction. You understand you 
are free to submit Work to any publication other than the Coachella Valley 
Independent.  

 
 3. The Coachella Valley Independent and you have agreed that you will 

submit for publication articles or photographs. Compensation is to be 
determined before publication by agreement between the editor and the 
freelancer. 

 
 4. In consideration of payment, you agree to assign us the following rights, 

title and interests in the Work: 
 

(a) First North American newspaper rights (defined for the purpose of this 
contract as the exclusive first right to print, publish and sell the Work in 
North America as part of a newspaper’s Collective Work), with the 
understanding that these rights will revert to you fourteen days after 
publication of the Work; 

 
 (b) Non-exclusive North American rights to cause the Work to be used for 

promotional purposes and to republish the Work in future editions, any 
published anthology or collection of works published by or authorized by 
the Coachella Valley Independent; 

 
(c) Non-exclusive worldwide rights to publish, republish, display, transmit 
or cause the Works to be published, republished, displayed, or transmitted 
in whole or in part, for worldwide electronic information storage, 
reproduction, and retrieval on and through on-line systems, the world wide 



web, and all electronic media now or hereafter known whether or not 
owned or operated by the Coachella Valley Independent. 

 
(d) Non-exclusive rights to allow schools and non-profit organizations to 
reprint copies of the Work, as published, for educational purposes; 

 
(e) Non-exclusive rights to allow the Work to be recorded and distributed 
to public libraries on microfilm as part of the Coachella Valley 
Independent’s content. 

 
(f) You agree to release the Coachella Valley Independent and its 
directors and officers, employees, agents and assigns from any claims 
rising from the publication of Works created by you and published on the 
Coachella Valley Independent, the Association of Alternative Newsmedia 
website, the LION Publishers website, Newsbank or in any electronic 
archive or other format, under this or any similar agreement, written or 
oral.  

 
5. If we decide not to use the Work satisfactorily completed and submitted 
to us on time, provided you are not at fault for the decision, we will pay 
you 50% of the agreed-to fee, unless a “kill” fee is negotiated in advance. 

 
6. You will be responsible for any expenses incurred in association with 
the preparation of the Work. You may include expenses as part of your 
negotiated fee for the Work. 
 
7. You represent and warrant to us that: 
(a) The Work is original, and has not been published in whole or in part 
elsewhere (unless specifically stated in a written agreement with the 
Editor); 

 
(b) The Work is not libelous and does not infringe on any copyright, 
common law rights, proprietary rights, rights of  privacy, or other rights of 
any individual or entity; 

 
(c) All statements of fact in the Work are correct to the best of your 
Knowledge, after a thorough investigation; 

 
(e) You have violated no state or federal laws in preparing the Work and 
created no legal claim against the Coachella Valley Independent by any 
person or entity during your preparation of the Work; 

 
8. You agree to make, in a timely fashion, any changes in the Work that 
we may reasonably request prior to publication. You agree to provide us, 
upon request, with copies of all research materials used in preparing the 
Work, including notes, recordings, and documentation, and to provide 
addresses and phone numbers of all persons interviewed or consulted in 



the preparation of the Work. You agree that we have the right to edit or 
otherwise change the Work at our sole discretion. We will make every 
reasonable effort to allow you to review any changes before publication, 
time permitting, but we retain the right to determine the final form and 
content of the published work. You agree to cooperate with our editorial 
staff and our lawyer as we deem necessary to prepare any Work for 
publication. 

 
9. You agree that we may use your name, signature, image or  
likeness and/or biographical data in any advertising or promotion of the 
Work or the Coachella Valley Independent. 

 
10. This constitutes our entire agreement with respect to the Work, and 
may not be modified without written consent of you and the Coachella 
Valley Independent except that you may rely on the oral approval of the 
Editor or a designee for expenses or alterations in the assignment. 

 
11. This agreement will be binding upon and operate to the benefit of your 
heirs, successors, sub-contractors, associates and assigns. 

 
12. The Agreement will be governed by the laws of the State of California. 
 
13. This agreement is effective Jan. 1, 2019, through Jan. 1, 2028. Either 
party may terminate this agreement with 30 days written notice at any time 
for any reason.  
 

 
Signed: ________________________________ (Freelancer) 
 
Date:    ________________________________ 


