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Expanding Full-Scope Medi-Cal to Undocumented 
Young Adults  

 

The Affordable Care Act explicitly and unjustly excludes undocumented immigrants from receiving health coverage 
through federally funded programs including Medi-Cal, the state’s Medicaid program. Though California recently 
made the investment to extend comprehensive full-scope Medi-Cal to all children, regardless of where they were 
born, undocumented young adults are still left without comprehensive health care. About half of all low-income 
undocumented young adults are uninsured, according to estimates by UC Berkeley Labor Center. 

Therefore, the California Immigrant Policy Center and Health Access California propose to allocate $80-$90 
million1 in funding from Proposition 56 – The Tobacco Tax – to expand full-scope Medi-Cal to low-income 
undocumented young adults who are ages 19 to 26 and whose incomes are at or below 138% of the federal 
poverty level. This key investment would be less than 1/10 of the $1 billion the tax is expected to generate.  

Health For All Young Adults Moves California 
Closer to Health For All 
 
Health For All Young Adults (#Health4AllYA) removes a barrier to 
health access due to immigration status and brings California closer 
to ensuring that every Californian has comprehensive, affordable, and 
accessible care. This proposal would provide Medi-Cal to low-income 
undocumented young adults who are ages 19-26 and whose incomes 
are at or below 138% of the federal poverty level (FPL). This means 
that an undocumented young adult would be eligible if their income is 
at $16,395 or less.  
 
The Health For All Kids program was implemented on May 16, 2016, 
providing many undocumented children the opportunity for affordable health care coverage. This expansion was 
due to the budget and legislative efforts of directly-impacted individuals, advocates, and legislative leaders. The 
2015-2016 state budget trailer bill (SB 75), included an investment to expand full-scope Medi-Cal to all low-income 
undocumented children under the age of 19. SB 4 (Lara) strengthened this expansion by ensuring that 
undocumented children enrolled in restricted-scope Medi-Cal could transition to full-scope Medi-Cal seamlessly. 
Building upon the success of SB 4 and SB 75, immigrant and health advocates are working together to ensure that 
full-scope Medi-Cal is availble to all low-income undocumented young adults until the age of 26.  

The Impact of Being Uninsured & Undocumented 

 
Undocumented young adults do not have access to comprehensive, affordable benefits through publicly funded 
health programs. Low-income undocumented young adults are eligible for emergency-only Medi-Cal but not for 
primary or preventive care available through full-scope Medi-Cal. Though some California counties provide some 
care to undocumented young adults through their safety-net systems, many do not.2 As a result, undocumented 
and uninsured Californians live sicker, die younger, and are one emergency away from financial ruin. This reality 
has tremendous health and economic impacts on families and our state. Our health care system works better when 
all young adults regardless of immigration status have access to health care.  

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-cal/eligibility/Pages/sb-75.aspx
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB4
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Key Points 
 
Health For All Young Adults (#Health4AllYA), Medi-Cal for low-income undocumented young adults, builds 
on Health For All Kids and strengthens our state by ensuring that every young Californian has access to 
health care.  
 
Health For All Young Adults expands California’s well-established tradition of covering some immigrant 
populations in Medi-Cal who are excluded from federal programs. Examples include newly qualified immigrants or 
“green card” holders for less than  five years, and immigrants with “deferred action” status. 
 
No one should suffer or die from a treatable condition because of where they were born. 
 
Our health care system is stronger when we detect and treat preventable conditions early, rather than require 
patients to resort to emergency room visits. Further, excluding undocumented immigrants from health care does 
not reflect California’s values or serve the common good, to leave hundreds of thousands of workers, students, and 
family members without treatment for preventable ailments.  
 

The Bottom Line 

 
Investing in undocumented young adults is investing in the health of our state, as immigrants are a fundamental 
part of our workforce and communities. This proposal moves California and the nation closer to Health for All, by 
expanding full-scope Medi-Cal to all low-income young adults who call California home.   
 
 
For more information contact: Ronald Coleman, Director of Government Affairs at the California Immigrant Policy 
Center at rcoleman@caimmigrant.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Lucia, Laurel. Director, Health Care Program. UC Berkeley Labor Center. April 18, 2017.  
2 Health Access California, Re-Orienting the Safety Net for the Remaining Uninsured, March, 2015. http://www.health-
access.org/images/pdfs/county_safety_net_survey_reportupdate_march15final.pdf 
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